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R E M I N I S C I N G 
Two thousand nine is history. The year was a very different one for 

the Grayslal<e Historical Society. There were no monthly open houses at 
the Grayslake Municipal Historical Museum. With the Museum closed, the 
Society focused on other activities to stay in the public eye. Here is a 
recap of its activities since August. 

We had a booth at every Summer Downtown Grayslake Farmers 
Market. Member Chris Brenner helped man the booth. Our September 9 
program of the Historical Society was held at the Rising Sun Masonic 
Temple. Lodge Master Kris Caldwell welcomed the group. Mason Pat 
Clemens informed the group of the Masonic movement internationally and 
locally. The local lodge was formed in 1852 by Elijah Haines in 
Hainesville and then moved to our Village. Charlotte Renehan told the 
history of the building. On September 13 Connie Dunbar led a group on 
a stroll down Center Street to learn about the buildings and businesses. 
Charlotte Renehan gave a slide presentation to third graders at 
Meadowview School. The annual alumni coffee for graduates of 
Grayslake High School was held September 25 at the Grayslake Village 
Hall. Patty and Kenny Yopp represented the Society in the Homecoming 
Parade. 

Another successful Living History Tour of the Grayslake Cemetery 
was held on October 4. At the October 14 gathering of the Society, 
member Charlene Rockenbach gave an interesting summary of the life 
and achievements of Herbert Hoover. Her presentation was titled "My 
Cousin, Herbert Hoover". Member Chris Brenner told his Army duty 
experiences at Hoover's funeral services in New York City. We had a 
table for publicity at the Exchange Club pancake breakfast on October 18. 
Our new traveling basket made its debut at Prairieview School on 
October 22. Joanne Lawrence and Kristin Pearson shared the basket's 
contents with four classes of third graders. Lori Baumgartner and Marjie 
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Jobes took the traveling basket to Woodview School on October 29 for 
first graders to enjoy. Joanne Lawrence, Kathi Starzec and Dorothy Groth 
passed out candy during Downtown Grayslake's Trick or Treat event on 
October 31. Their station was in the upper level of the Village Hall. 

Kristin Pearson's Brownie troop was shown the traveling basket on 
November 12. Joanne Lawrence and Lori Baumgartner shared it with 
Park School's first graders on November 19. The November 11 Historical 
Society program was an update on the new Heritage Center. Village 
Building Commission Kevin McCrory gave building construction 
information while Society President Charlotte Renehan detailed the plans 
for the permanent gallery. Treasurer Connie Dunbar told about fund 
raising progress. The Historical Society is funding the design of the 
permanent gallery while the Village will fund the fabrication. All photos, 
graphics, text and artifacts in the gallery will be furnished by the Society. 
The Society had a booth at Millennium Tower during Grayslake's annual 
tree lighting event on November 27. Joanne Lawrence and Mary Lillstrom 
braved the cold to sell Grayslake souvenirs. 

P L A N N I N G 
The Grayslake Historical Society has some interesting programs 

planned for the coming season. On Wednesday, February 10, the 
Society will meet at Something's Brewing, the coffee and sandwich shop 
at 82 Center Street, in downtown Grayslake At 7:30 p.m. member Connie 
Dunbar will tell the history of the building: from blacksmith shop to eatery. 
Then Linda Schuiz will talk about her business which has expanded from 
one shop to several. Attendees are encouraged to come early and buy a 
cup of coffee or more before the program. 

Wednesday, March 10 is the annual meeting of the Society. It will 
be held at the State Bank of the Lakes, 50 Commerce Drive starting at 7:30 
p.m The board positions of Chris Brenner and Tim Hoist are up for 
reelection. Two thousand nine volunteers of the Society will be 
recognized with those in attendance receiving a certificate. (See adjoining 
article for list of volunteers) The programs for the evening is one of our 
most enjoyable: "My Favorite Family Heirloom." Five members of the 
community will talk about their family or about a favorite family artifact., 
picture or document The presenters will be Chris Brenner, Philip Bruno, 
Shirley Christian, Darlene Dorfler and Nancy Johannsen. 

The Grayslake Lions Club will host their annual Pancake Breakfast 
at the Fire Station on Sunday, April 11 from 7:30 am. to 1:00 p.m. This 
will give everyone a good chance to walk around and admire the outside 
of the new Heritage Center, maybe even peek in a window or door. 

On Wednesday, April 14 the Society will have the opportunity to 
view some of Harold Flood's immense collection of toys. Harold was 
responsible for the wonderful circus exhibit that was at our Museum. He 
also collects trucks. His topic will be "Boys' Toys". Harold is passionate 
about his collections so his talk will be delightful. The program will be held 
in the Community Room of the State Bank of the Lakes, 50 Commerce 
Drive, starting at 7:30 p.m. 
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The final program of the season will be "Pages from the Pasf. Each 
issue of the Update has a Page from the Past. This time five people will 
page through old editions of the Grayslake Times and tell the story they 
find interesting. Perhaps someone will tell about the first fire at Wilbur 
Lumber Company when Fred Potter lost his life. Another possibility could 
be why Route 83 is on the perimeter downtown Grayslake instead of 
following the railroad tracks like it does outside the village limits. Or why is 
the Park School in Madronna Village of Round Lake part of the the 
Grayslake School District? Then there is the story of why Lake-Center 
Condos are not a park. There are lots of stories out there all waiting to be 
explained to the public. There will be a five dollar charge for this program 
to be held on Wednesday, May 12 at 7:30 p.m. in the State Bank of the 
Lakes. 

There will be new additional programs and activities when the new 
Heritage Center opens. Don't forget to watch for us in the Memorial Day 
parade and at other village events. 

V O L U N T E E R S 
The Grayslake Historical Society has had many dedicated volunteers 

during 2009. They were members and friends of the Society, whose help 
is appreciated and will be recognized at the annual meeting of the Society 
in March. Kindly review this list and let the editor know of any omissions. 
John & Lori Baumgartner, John Brandstetter, Chris Brenner, Philip Bruno, 
Kris Caldwell, Bob Churchill, Reverend Jane Clark, Pat Clemens, Hank de 
Groh, Terese Douglass, Diana Dretske, Connie Dunbar, Entwined Staff, 
Lois Fenters, Harold Flood, Rich Gaddis, Grayslake Central High School 
National Honor Society, Grayslake Fire Department, Grayslake High 
School Key Club, Grayslake North High School Practicum Class, 
Grayslake Village Hall Staff, Grayslake Public Works, Dorothy Groth, Lori 
Guenther, Carl Heller, Larry Herzog, Codi, Krista & Tim Hoist, Daleen 
Jackson, Marjie Jobes, Nancy Johannsen & Granddaughter, Leslie Kaiser, 
Kiwanis Club Members, Sue Kirby, Joanne Lawrence, Penne Lawrence, 
Cynthia Lee, Bill Leider, Mary Lillstrom, Rob McClasky, lain McCowan, 
Kristin Pearson, Abbie Pietruszynski, John Quinn, Charlotte Renehan, 
Jack Richtman, Charlene Rockenbach, Ron Roselli, Kathi Starzec, Dave 
Strang, Strang Funeral Chapel Staff, Karen, Lou, Sean & Ian Thoms, Larry 
Tonies, Shawn Vogel, Westlake Christian Academy, Mark & Megan Wilhite, 
Cheryl Whitside, Patty & Kenny Yopp. 

D O N A T I O N S 
People may donate to the Grayslake Historical Society in a variety of 

ways. Monetary donations provide the Society with a source of revenue. 
Memorial and miscellaneous donations have been received from the 
following people between August 31, 2009 and January 1, 2010. Duane 
Andrews, Tom Carter, Clarence Collins, Connie Dunbar, Dick & Joanne 
Lawrence, Meadowview School, Charlotte Renehan, Prairie Pioneers 
Questers and Kenny & Patty Yopp. 

During the same time period brick pavers were purchased by 
Patricia Barker, Chuck Bodden, Mike Ellis, Bill Heinz, Larry Herzog, Tom 
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Hietter, Nicholas Nierman, Donna Obrecht, Mike Peterson, Linda Renehan, 
Ralph Roe, Kirk Smith, Derek Soderholm, Shawn Vogel and Dick & Mary 
Whittington. 

Individuals and businesses who purchased plaques are Philip 
Bruno, The Brenner Family, The Frank Children, Grayslake 
Orthodontics/David Hertzberg, Kids Dentist/Sonia Gutierrez, Dick & 
Joanne Lawrence, Cynthia Lee, Doug Rockenbach in Memory of R. G. 
Rockenbach, in memory of Ronald (Ray) and Gloria Roselli, Somethings 
Brewing, and State Bank of the Lakes, 

In-kind donations were received from Lori Baumgartner, Terese 
Douglass, Marie Frandsen, Mary Friis, Joanne Lawrence, Cynthia Lee, 
Charlotte Renehan, Charlene Rockenbach, Phyllis Stickels and Helen 
Thielen. 

Those people who donated items to the Museum were Dave Strang 
- Grayslake Cemetery map; Marilyn Geary - 1925 Grayslake Street 
Construction Plans; Joanne Lawrence - 2009 Lake County Fair 
membership ticket, Lake County Farm Bureau 95th annual meeting 
brochure; Jacob DeGraff - book "Practical Home Veterinarian" stamped 
Druce Drug Store on inside cover; Chris Brenner - 2009 & 2010 
Grayslake Lions Club directories; and Russell Ewing - letter opener with 
magnifying glass and ruler from William Jacobs, insurance agent from 
Gages Lake. 

The Grayslake Historical Society is appreciative to everyone who 
who has given their support to the Society and Museum. 

GRAYSLAKE HERITAGE CENTER 
A late spring opening is forecast for the new Grayslake Heritage Center 

which is in the final stages of construction at the site of the former museum 
on Hawley Street. The opening this year will coincide with the 115th 
birthday of Village of Grayslake. 

The two-phase project includes the remodeling of the old museum (the 
former Village Hall) and the addition of a three-floor (including a basement) 
addition. The structures have been completed. The majority of the 
remaining work is interior construction. Landscaping the courtyard and 
parking lot paving and improvements will be completed when weather 
permits. 

The current annex portion of the museum will remain and will continue 
to be a visible portion of the museum displays. 

Grayslake Historical Society committee members are keeping busy this 
cold, snowy winter deciding where in the museum various popular 
artifacts will be displayed, working with the professional museum display 
designers for the permanent gallery and meeting with village officials to 
decide on the future operation of the museum. 

The professionals at Taylor Studio are putting the finishing touches on 
the new exhibit "Embracing Change: Growth of Grayslake." Deadline for 
the construction and installation of the permanent gallery is April 23. 

Artifacts have been selected for the displays, a floor plan of what is 
going where has been developed, pictures and graphics have been 
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chosen, display text has been written and fabrication of the displays has 
begun at Taylor Studios. 

Components of the Heritage Center include a permanent gallery, a 
changing exhibit gallery for displays that will change periodically, a 
classroom, a community room, a gift shop, an archives, and office and 
work area and a storage area. 

The project is being financed by a $1.4 million grant to the Society from 
the village for a municipal building, substantial donations from the Esper 
Petersen Foundation, Society funds on hand and public donations and 
fundraisers both now and in the future. 

BRICKS AND PLAQUES 
It is not too late to purchase a brick or plaque for the Grayslake 

Heritage Center. A brick paver costs $150. Each brick can contain three 
lines of print with no more than thirteen characters per line. These bricks 
will make an attractive addition to the professionally landscaped courtyard 
entrance to the Museum. 

Additional levels of contribution have been added for the plaques. 
The levels are $500, $1,000, $2,500, $5,000, $10,000, $25,000 plus 
additional amounts. The amount of contribution will determine the size of 
each plaque. The plaques will be acrylic and mounted attractively 
on an inside wall for all to see. 

Go to www.grayslakehistory.org for an order form or call 847-223-
7663. The Historical Society's address is P. O. Box 185, Grayslake, 
Illinois 60030. 

M E M O R L \  PLAQjLTE 
The Grayslake Histohcal Society and the community of Grayslake 

has lost valued friends since August. We do not want them to be 
forgotten so memorials have been established and their names will be 
added to the memorial plaque at the Heritage Center. Names to be added 
are Glenn Schalk, Wes Druce, Margaret Dowell, Wally Stang and Vi Plotz. 
Donations may be added to these memorials or new memorials may be 
established at any time. 

M E M B E R S H I P 
The Grayslake Historical Society ended 2009 with 276 members. 

For a local historical society this is a good number. It is hoped that each 
of you understand the importance of preserving Grayslake's history and 
will renew your membership. The address label of this newsletter tells 
when your membership expires. With the cost of postage, the Society 
does not send newsletters to those individuals who are not current with 
their dues. Anyone wishing a membership card should enclose a self 
addressed stamped envelope. The Society welcomes additional 
donations. 

COMMUNICATION 
The Society has been contacting members via e-mail. If you have e-

mail and have not been receiving occasional messages, please send your 
e-mail address to ChaRenehan@aol.com. 
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A MEMORY 
When Phyllis Rouse died on April 12, 2009, she was remembered 

as Mrs. Lawrence Rouse, the wife of longtime superintendent of Grayslake 
Community High School However, she was also a Grayslake celebrity. 
In 1957 she placed seventh in the National Mrs. America contest. She 
received first place for her chocolate frosting and ironing. Phyllis' family 
donated her Mrs. Illinois sash, plus some photos and clippings to the 
Grayslake Municipal Historical Museum. Included in the donation was the 
following undated memory written by Phyllis. 

*'My husTDBud eiicoura.ged me to enter the Mrs. America contest. 
In Illinois there were ten finalists chosen from the original entry 
blanks. We met in Chicago in April at the International 
Amphitheater for two days of competition where we were required to 
bake a cake, make a refrigerated dish, iron a shirt and sew an apron. 

The contest on the national level was held at Elinor Village in 
Dajrbon Beach, Florida. The viUas we lived ta were located on Mrs. 
America Drive and were like duplex apartments. Each apartment 
consisted of a living room, bedroom, kitchen, bath and sim room. We 
were judged on all phases of homemaking: menu planning, cooking, 
baking, cleaning, sewing, ironing and making a home attractive and 
comfortable. Sociability, poise, and attractiveness were also 
important. One phase of the contest was the shopping competition. 
We were given $30 on which to stock a kitchen and plan menus for 
one week. Then, we were judged on how economically we did it. 

Every day awards were given to winners in speci&c 
competitions. To my surprise, I was awarded a 32 iach trophy for 
skill in ironing a white shirt. It's been over two years since I have 
ironed my husband's shirts. Since the last baby arrived, I have been 
sending them to the local laundry because I just don't have time to 
do them. 

While Mrs. Homemaker busied herself with the mmierous 
household tasks and tried to find time for a quick dip in the ocean, 
old friend husband had an opportunity to become weU a.cquainted 
with every grain of sand. He was told that even tho we might help at 
home, helping duriag contest days would disquality his wife. 

Although the contest was work for me and an exceptional 
vacation for my husband, we will never forget it. All the contestants 
were outstanding people and the friends we made we feel have made 
our life richer. In Florida, we were like a community in itself -- all 
walks of life were represented --there was a doctor, a minister, 
grocer, school administrator, teachers, coaches, an attorney, and 
even a funeral director and a monument craftsman. 
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My days since the contest have been very busy and inspiring. 
Being Mrs. Illinois has opened a facet in my life I otherwise may not 
have developed. That is pubhc speaking. I have accepted invitations 
to speak at ch-urch organizations, women's clubs, high school 
assemblies, and Father-Daughter banquets, making a total of 18 
talks thru the years. 

The activities I cherish most have been making appearances 
for the De Soto Motor Corporation at auto shows in Chicago and 
Detroit. This has offered an opportunity again to meet some of our 
feUow contestants imder the generous hospitality of De Soto. Other 
activities include interviews for radio, television and newspapers; 
appearances at the Lake County Fair, various conventions, cooking 
schools, and local stores; and judging at 4 H contests. 

The prizes I received as Mrs. Illinois include a Roper range, set 
of Halite Wearever Aluminimi pans, set of Samsonite luggage, a 
Gruen wristwatch, Sacony wardrobe, four 32 oz. bottles of Giro 
perfume, and all expenses paid trip to Florida. Although the contest 
is very rewarding materially for all contestants, the intangible 
rewards far surpass them. 

The Mrs. America Contest has great potentialities. 
Homemakers play an important role in today's world. Good 
homemaking is one of the bases of our democracy. Everything 
begins in the home. I am proud to be Mrs. Illinois 1957. It has been 
an inspinng experience and I hope because of it, I have become a 
better homemaker." 

A PAGE FROM THE PAST 
During 2009 there were several days when government offices in 

Illinois were closed to save money. Throughout history offices and 
businesses have been closed for other savings as well. In 1918 there 
was a shortage of coal. The following article appeared in the Grayslake 
Tiimes on January 24. 

Monday Was Observed As FueUess Day 
Day Was Solemnly Observed By The Business Men Of The Village 

The first of Baker's fueUess and workless Mondays was 
observed to the letter of the law in Grayslake and no doubt in the 
surrounding commimity. 

Through beuig local agent for the Chicago papers the editor 
found that many who not been buying papers were at the office to 
get the very latest paper printed prior to the time the order was to 
go into effect. The original announcement was made on such very 
short notice, even perhaps before the originator of the plan had time 
to give it full consideration before giving the annoimcement out to 
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the press so that the public might be informed. While the 
annoimcement was made in the Thursday morning papers there 
were alterations in every new edition of the newspapers, hence the 
interest of the people to get the very latest so that they could 
intelligently and to the spirit of the order, carry out the plan. 

The stores specified in the order to close, were closed aU day, 
none of them attempted to operate even without fuel. The horse 
shoeing shops which were permitted to operate without limitation 
were found open and time when there were horses to be shod but no 
other work was done. 

The grocery and provision stores were open all day. It was the 
original intention to allow these stores to operate until noon of 
Monday, but a late order permitted them to operate all day for last 
Monday only. Next Monday and foUowiag nine Mondays as the order 
now stands, the stores in GrayslaJse wUl close at noon. 

At the garage the cars were all drained Saturday. Although not 
a machine has passed in or out of the gaj?age for the past three 
weeks, there were many of the machines which contained in the 
radiators water and antifreeze liquids. The mechanics were also 
doing repair work, but to obey the order of Baker, the fire was 
reduced to a temperature only sufficient to keep the heating plant 
from freezing and no work was done. 

There was less movement about the viQage than there usually 
is on a holiday or Simday in the spirit of the fact that weather for 
the day was the mildest for some time. There is no doubt but what a 
httle coal was saved in Grayslake and as Grayslake is only one of 
many thousands of towns in the U. S. there is a likelihood that a real 
saving was affected. 

People ordinarily are unable to comprehend the vast amount 
that can be obtained when a given thing is practiced all over the 
United States. The Times cites as an instance the railway passenger 
rate which was increased only four-tenths of a cent per mile. The 
raise went into effect last May pending a hearing before the Supreme 
Court. The raise was knocked out last month and the railroad 
officials estimated that they would pay on the rebate stubs over 
three millions of doUars and that an amount larger than that could 
be pocketed because the travelers did not save the stubs, therefore 
could not present them for redemption. 

A POEM OF THE PAST 
Most of you have read the Grayslake poem written by Adolphus 

Chard and published on page viii of Grayslake: A Historical Portrait. In 
1935 Chard had another poem published, this time in the Grayslake Times. 
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Here is tine poem tliat CJiard penned: 

The Townsend Plan 
There's a man named Dr. Townsend 

Who formulated a plan 
To bring to all prosperity 

To the land of Uncle Sam. 

To those who are now are living 
In the afternoon of life 

To give them days of pleasure 
To each husband and his wife. 

To start the money flowing 
In business everywhere 

Relieveing all our aged folks 
Prom worry and from care. 

To start the young folks smiling 
With work for one and all 

When the money starts to moving 
Through the hands of great and small, (continued on next page) 
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There will be life among our people 
No one will be on the dole 

No one wiU ask for charity 
Or for the town to give them coal. 

Everyone with brain and muscle 
Will be glad to earn good pay 

And wiU feel like men and women 
Y/hen the Townsend plan's in sway. 

Then God Bless Dr. Townsend 
And all the Townsend band 

May their efforts be crowned with success 
In this our U. S. land. 

Dr. Townsend was an American physician, who became l<nown during the 
Great Depression for his old-age pension proposal. His plan influenced 
Roosevelt's establishment of the Society Security system. Followers of the 
Townsend Plan organized clubs and Grayslake had such an organization. 
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