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UPDATE 
Museum Hours: 
Thursdays: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Second Sunday of Each Month: 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
By Appointment: Call 847-223-7663 

Founded 1976 

September 2007 

Programs are held at the State Bank of the Lakes, 50 Commerce Drive, Grayslake, Illinois 
7:30 p.m. Refreshments 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
R e v i e w s 

Can you believe that over one half of the year 2007 has passed? The Grayslake Historical 
Society and the Grayslake Municipal Historical Museum have been busy. In addition to our 
regularly scheduled Museum open hours, we have held book signings, hosted programs for the 
public, given programs for students, provided tours for groups of all ages and participated in 
community events. 

On January 6 we hosted a book signing for author Brian Cooper, who wrote a book about 
former baseball player. Red Faber. Faber came to Grayslake after retirement and worked at the 
Grayslake Bowling Alley. Later in January the Old Plank Road Questers group met at the Museum 
for their January meeting and a program on "Mourning" was presented by a member of the 
Historical Society. 

The Museum was busy on February 10 during Grayslake's Winterfest. In the school room, 
children decorated a cloth square which will be incorporated into the annual Winterfest Children's 
Quilt. The upper level of the Museum was scene of a quilt display. Colleen Storiz of the Shoo 
Fly Quilt Shop graciously loaned the Museum her family quilt collection. 

On February 14 we charged admission to a program, "If Walls Could Talk". This program 
featured now and then scenes of buildings on the south side of Center Street. Here are some 
highlights from the evening which included audience participation. The arm chair tour started at the 
Fay Brandstetter garage building built at 2 South Lake Street, which was built in 1916. Crossing 
the street going east, we came to the Whitmore house. The house's interesting history includes 
the story of Postmistress Amy Whitmore reading other people 's mail and the fire which took the 
life of Floyd Allen. The next building was built in the 1950s and first housed the National Tea 
Store. This fifties building replaced the Wightman and Hook houses which were moved to North 
Slusser Street. We then crossed Slusser Street to reminisce about the George Brandstetter 
Building. For many years this structure was used for storing trucks. Next, we passed the 
Fuentes/Milanes bui dings and came to Reggie Godfrey's 1911 building. Several in the audience 
were old enough to remember buying dry goods from Reggie. Others remembered the 
Gamble's Store and the Fish Store at this location. Ed Hook completed his building in 1912 and in 
following years Tegen's meat market and Bachofner's Cleaners were among the occupants. The 
present day Last Saloon occupies W m . Fester's 1903 building. The Saloon also occupies the 
building which housed the Old Dime Store for many years. In 1958 Dave Strang moved the 
family undertaking business from the building his grandfather built at 137 Center to its present 
location on Route 120. The building was once the home of the Grayslake Post Office. The next 
building to the east was built in 1896 and has seen a variety of uses. Centennial Park occupies the 
space made vacant by the 1980 Electra Restaurant fire. People in the audience remembered 
buying men's clothing when Hook's Clothing was at this site. The next buildings were built in the 
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fifties. The present day drug store is the location of the first house built in the subdivision of Grays 
Lake for Roderick Parker, the village's first post nnaster. The house was moved to Sou th Whitney 
Street in the forties. During World War I the village's tribute to veterans stood at the comer of 
Whitney and Center. The Merchants and Farmer's Bank Building was built in 19O0. In its later 
years it housed restaurants. During its existence the upper level of this structure was home to the 
Churchill Law Office and to the long distance telephone operator. Although fondly called the 
Opera House, the next building was actually a community room. It provided a venue for 
operettas, school functions, dances and basketball games. Its lower level had a bowling alley in its 
early years. Several members of the audience recalled it as a delicatessen and visualized derk 
John Welte running in his apron to join the volunteer fire department on a mn. The next small 
lannon stone structure was built as the office for Dr. Burke. The former Grayslake Hotel building is 
one of the oldest business structures in Grayslake. Except for the time it was the Star Theater, the 
next building has always been a saloon. The Times building at 265 Center was built as a hotel. 
For several years it contained a bakery. The former A and P Store and Peterkort Hotel/Bowling 
Alley were lost to a fire in 1970. 

During March, four classes of third graders from Avon School toured the Museum. Also 
touring the Museum were a group of women from Carillon North and three Cub Scout groups. A 
program was given to a history dub at Prairie Crossing. Daniel Johnson of Hainesville was the 
presenter for the Society's March program. Johnson is a Civil War reenactor and told about his 
learnings as he researched his role. Election of officers were held during the meet ing. Officers 
elected for the coming two years are President Charlotte Renehan, Vice-president Lori 
Baumgartner, Secretary Kathy Starzec and Treasurer Connie Dunbar. For a three year term, Chris 
Brenner and Ron Roselli were elected Board Members. Continuing on the Board are Terese 
Douglass, Mary Lilllstrom, John MacAulay and Kenny Yopp. Committee chairs are: museum 
tours and society programs - Joanne Lawrence, housekeeping - Patty Yopp, membersh ip -
Dorothy Groth and photographer - Charlie Groth. 

The Society and Museum continued to be busy in April. A historical walking tour for the 
United Protestant Church confirmation class was led by a member of the Society. A history of 
Hainesville was presented to a senior's group at the Hainesville Village Hall. A Girl Scout troop 
visited the Museum. In addition to its regular scheduled open times, the M u s e u m was open 
following the Jim Rockenbach funeral and the Lion's Club Pancake Breakfast. A nnember of the 
Society Board represented the Society at the Lake McHenry County Historical Alliance quarterly 
meeting held in Zion. On April 14 former resident Edd Clemens treated a large audience to a 
program of hamionica music and original poetry titled "Plains Lore of an 1890s Sage" . Edd is 
retired from the University of Nebraska and is spending his retirement sharing his talents. A free 
will donation added to the Museum's building fund. The scheduled April program for the society 
was cancelled due to weather conditions. The planned program, "Do You Live in a Sears 
House?", will be presented in September. 

Miss Mary's Peppermint Preschool toured the Museum in May and a program was given 
to seventh grade students at the Grayslake Middle School. Nancy Wightman Pease entertained 
the members and friends of the Society with a program telling the story of her father's trip around 
the world in 1924. He traveled as a member of a band playing on an ocean liner. Nancy read 
from his diary and showed the many souvenirs he gathered. In preparation for Memorial Day, 
members of the Society cleaned the Grayslake Cemetery. We were represented in Grayslake's 
annual Memorial Day Parade. 

The Month of June started with first graders from St. Gilbert School coming to the Museum. 
A Hawthorne Seniors Group enjoyed an outing visiting us. For the first time summer school 
classes from District 46 came to the Museum. Some came as members of a class while others 
came as part of a scavenger hunt Once again the Museum hosted a Legos exhibit during 
Grayslake's Arts Festival on June 16. Twenty five budding Lego architects d isplayed their 
creative building skills. The participants received a Certificate of Participation from the Society and 
a gift certificate from Tastee Freez. Several children left their work for the museum community to 
enjoy for the remainder of the summer. Members of the Society Board went on their annual field 
trip. This year they toured the Grant Hall Museum in Ingleside operated by the Fox Lake Historical 
Society. They chose this destination as Fox Lake is celebrating its centennial this year. Following 
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the tour the group enjoyed lunch overlooking Pistakee Bay. 
More summer school students came to the Museum in July. The Museum w a s open during 

Farmers Market. 
In August the Museum was open during Grayslake's annual Summer Days Festival. 

P r e v i e w s 
The Society and Museum have a busy schedule on their fall calendar. The Museum, 164 

Hawley Street, will be open on Wednesdays from 3:00 to 7 :00 until Farmers Market closes for 
the season. The Museum will continue to be open every Thursday from 9:00 to 2:00. Here are 
some dates to mark on your personal calendar: 
S u n d a y , S e p t e m b e r 9 - The Museum's 1954 fire truck will participate, weather permitting, in the 
Grayslake Park District's Touch-a-Truck event held from noon to 2:00 in the parking lot of aquatic 
park. The Museum will be open from 1:30 to 3:30. The "Fabulous Fifties" temporary exhibit will 
be featured. The Grayslake Lions Club will host their annual steer roast at the Middle School. 
W e d n e s d a y , S e p t e m b e r 12 - The first program of the Society's fall session of programs will 
have Rebecca Hunter present, "Do You Live in a Sears House?". This program is in cooperation 
with the Illinois Humanities Council. The program starts at 7:30 pm in the Communi ty Room of the 
State Bank of the Lakes. 
M o n d a y , S e p t e m b e r 17, T u e s d a y , S e p t e m b e r 18 a n d W e d n e s d a y , S e p t e m b e r 19 - Use 
the enclosed Shop and Share Coupon to shop at a Jewel/Osco. Five percent of the total receipt 
before taxes will be donated by Jewel to the Grayslake Historical Society. 
S u n d a y , S e p t e m b e r 30 - The tenth annual living history tour of the Grayslake Cemetery will 
take place at 1:30 and at 2:30. This year the tour will be led by saloon keeper William 
Brandstetter, who knew everyone in the village. He will introduce the audience to Eunice Fenlon 
Wisner, Bert Johnson, Rene Vantwoud, Joseph Schlosser, Jane Wilson Hart and Mary Augusta 
VanDuzen Kapple. The event is sponsored by Strang's Funeral Chapel and Crematorium and 
Barb's 21 East Florist, who furnish programs, awning, chairs and flowers. There is no admission 
charge but donations are appreciated. Parking is available at the adjoining West Lake Christian 
Academy. This outstanding event is possible because of the volunteers who donate their time 
and talent to portray an individual in Grayslake's history. 
W e d n e s d a y , O c t o b e r 3 - The Historical Society will be selling souvenirs at a booth on Center 
Street during downtown Grayslake's Farmers Market. Postcards, books, magnets and the 
Grayslake throw will be available. Among the books being sold will be Grayslake's newest 
history book published by the nationally known local history book publisher, Arcadia Publishing. 
This is a good time to start your holiday shopping. 
S u n d a y , O c t o b e r 7 - A book signing for Images of Grayslake and Avon Township, published 
by the Arcadia Publishing Company, will be hosted by the Friends of the Grayslake Public Library 
at 1:30 pm in the Epstein Room of the Library. The author will be on hand to tell about the book 
and sign copies. All of the author's proceeds from the book are directed to the Grayslake Historical 
Society. Refreshments will be served. 
W e d n e s d a y , O c t o b e r 10 - Larry Leafblad will tell the story and more of radio station W K R S at 
the monthly program of the Society. Join the audience with your friends in the Communi ty Room 
of the State Bank of the Lakes at 7:30 pm. 
S a t u r d a y , O c t o b e r 13 - The annual G. C. H. S. alumni coffee and chat will be held at the 
Museum immediately following Grayslake Central High School's homecoming parade. 
S u n d a y , O c t o b e r 14 - The monthly open house of the Museum will be from 1:30 to 3:30. This 
is the last month for the temporary "Fabulous Fifties" exhibit. 
S u n d a y , O c t o b e r 21 - The Grayslake Exchange Club's pancake breakfast will be next door at 
the fire station and the Museum will be open. 
S a t u r d a y , O c t o b e r 27 - The Museum will participate in downtown Grayslake's Trick or Treat 
event. Volunteers will hand out candy to the area's youth. 
S u n d a y , N o v e m b e r 11 - A new temporary exhibit in the changing exhibits area will open. The 
decade of the Sixties will be the focus. C o m e and find out what happened in Grayslake during 
that decade along with happenings in the nation and world. 
W e d n e s d a y , N o v e m b e r 1 4 - The Society will host a unique program. Members of Grayslake's 
pioneer families will bring a family heirloom and tell its story. Featured will be John Brandstetter, 
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Bette Best, Rob McClasky, Karen and Mary Hook and Charlene Rockenbach. Due to a conflict in 
scheduling the Society's meeting place will be changed for this program. Meet w i t h us at 7 :30 
p m In the Grayslake M u s e u m . The chair lift will be available for use. 
S u n d a y , December 2 - The Museum will be open during the Grayslake Junior Woman 's Club 
annual Holiday House Walk. 
Sunday , December 9 - Santa, music, refreshments and a children's activity will make the 
Museum's holiday open house a special time. Stop at the Museum between 1:30 and 3:30 to 
be part of the celebration. 

D o n a t i o n s 
The Museum received and accepted the following items between January 1, 2007 and 

July 3 1 , 2007. Kent Rich - bottle caps, thermometer, skate sharpener, souvenir from Corbin's, 
Dolitical match book, curtain stretchers; Charlotte Renehan - book about Red Faber, books by 
ormer resident Edd Clemens, Fox Lake's Centennial booklet, book by former resident Bob 

Joyce; Ron Fraser - nine books and diaries from the late 1800s, numerous pictures of the 
Longabaugh family, paper items (programs, blotter, stationary, certificates, newspaper clippings) 
from the Longabaugh family; Margaret Behning's family - yearbooks and victrola records; Pat and 
Ken Yopp - souvenir from Vern's Tavern; Ron Ward - Grayslake souvenir plate; Betty Frazier 
Anderson - Grayslake High School programs; Audree Evans - centennial items, high school 
yearbook, souvenir from Louis I. Behm Real Estate; Claudia Herring - school programs and 
pictures; Kathi Starzec - Grayslake Library programs; Stanley Rouse - sled; Village of Grayslake 
- various maps; Barbara Bonde - book "Reflections of Hainesville"; Doris Craig - Rich Furniture 
Store souvenir, wire whip. Hazel White birthday proclamation, picture of former bank building; 
Cynthia Lee - Grayslake High School yearbooks; Tracey Nielsen - clothing items f rom Woodview 
School and Grayslake High School; Carol Bender - 1902 framed marriage certificate; Grayslake 
Park District - large reproduction of Grays l_ake Park postcard; Grayslake Police Department -
pictures of the police building ground breaking; Chris Billere Rallo - 1 9 4 1 Grayslake Grade School 
photo; Quin O'Brien of 4 Sale Realty - three Grayslake postcards. Cherry Dew bottle cap, 
Diamond Jubilee coin; Grayslake American Legion Post 659 - auto gasoline p u m p globe with 
Legion logo. 

The Museum is not tax supported and is therefore dependent on gifts, monetary and other. 
The donations are often given in memory of a person or in honor of an event. Many people give 
a donation when they send in their annual membership. The following people contributed to the 
Museum between January 1, 2007 and July 3 1 , 2007. Robert Anderson and Cheena Wade, 
Duanne and Sharon Andrews, Robert Barton, Dick and Bette Best, John Brandstetter, Helga 
Churchill, Jack and Sharon Clooney, Brian Cooper, Florence Chard Dacey, Darlene and Frank 
Dorfler, Connie Dunbar, Lois Fenters, Marilyn Yopp Fraser, Gerald Goddard, G. C. H. S. Class of 
1956, Lori Guentherand Kevin Chick, Karen and Mary Hook, James and Leslie Kaiser, Roy and 
Sue Kellogg, Dick and Joanne Lawrence, Merry Hart Nessinger, Susan Nied, Charlotte Renehan 
and Pat and Kenny Yopp. Many people made a generous anonymous donation for the Edd 
Clemens program. In addition the Museum's donation jar helps with expenses. The Grayslake 
Junior Woman's Club gave us a check for five hundred dollars. A presentation will be made at the 
Society's September program. 

In-kind donations also help the Society and Museum function. In-kind donations were 
received from Connie Dunbar, Charlie and Dorothy Groth, Joanne and Dick Lawrence, Helen 
Thielen, Charlotte Renehan, Ron Roselli and Pat and Kenny Yopp, 

The Society and Museum are thankful that people are generous in their support of their 
endeavors. 

M e m o r i a l s 
The Grayslake Historical Society has recently lost some valued members and friends. 

Memorial funds have been established for Betty Frear Alsperger, Rodney "Jim" Rockenbach, 
Dorothy Williams, Don Cannon, Leo DeMeyer and Willadene Nicholas. In addition the families of 
Rolla W. and Ethel Churchill have donated funds in their memory. These names will be added to 
the Museum's memorial plaque. Persons wishing to contribute in memory of any of these people 
or someone else should send their donation to Memorial Chair, Grayslake Historical Society, P. 
O. Box 185, Grayslake, Illinois 60030. 
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M e m b e r s h i p 
As a cost saving measure, tl ie Graysiai^e Historical Society no longer sends out 

membership cards. If you wish a current membersh ip card, send a self-addressed stamped 
envelope with your renewal fee. The address label on this newsletter states when your 
membership expires. If your label tells that your membership expires before February 28, 2008, 
this is the last newsletter you will receive. The Grayslake Historical Society needs and appreciates 
your support as it works to preserve the history of the area and its people. 

B u s i n e s s M e m b e r s h i p s 
This year we have three business memberships. They are Millers Area Heating at 112 

Center Street, Chez Blue at the southeast comer of Center and Lake Streets and Unique Gifts 
and Games at 82 Center Street. Update encourages members and friends to suppor t these 
businesses as they are supporting us. Strang Funeral Home and Crematorium and Barb's 21 
East Florest sponsor the annual cemetery walk. S o m e members of the business community are 
members on an individual level. 

Front W i n d o w 
The Grayslake Historical Society bel ieves in working with and helping other community 

organizations. The front window of the Museum is being used to tell the history of local groups. 
Recently the Grayslake Garden Greenery Club was featured. Presently the Grayslake Lions 
Club is highlighted. 

New G r a y s l a k e S o u v e n i r 
The Museum gift counter has a new souvenir for purchase. Refrigerator magnets, measuring 

2" X 3 1/2" are available for $3.00 each plus mailing and handling. There are four black and white 
scenes available: a circa 1910 Grays l_ake school building scene, a circa 1910 village hall (present 
Museum) view, the Soo Line depot with steam locomotive picture and an early Grays Lake 
scene. Add fifty cents for mailing one magnet, 75 cents for two or three magnets and one dollar for 
four magnets. Mail your order to the Grayslake Municipal Historical Museum, P. O. Box 185, 
Grayslake, Illinois 60030. 

New P u b l i c a t i o n 
Images of Grayslake and Avon Township, a new publication, will be released in October. 

This image book is published by Arcadia Publishers, a nationally known local history publisher. 
The book contains over 215 vintage pictures of Grayslake and Avon Township. Div ided into five 
chapters, the 127 page book uses pictures to tell the history of the area. A chapter on Grayslake 
dominates the publication. Other chapters are Hainesville; the Round Lake Area; Lakes, Resorts 
and Recreation; and Land. Included in the Lakes chapter are images of Highland Lake, Druce Lake 
and Third Lake. Farms, the fair grounds and the college are found in the Land chapter. The book 
will sell for $19.99. T h e H is to r i ca l S o c i e t y is r e q u e s t i n g tha t p e o p l e buy t h e b o o k d i rec t l y 
f r o m the S o c i e t y . The book will be available in chain book and other stores but the Society's 
profit will drop considerably. Copies can be purchased at the Museum. In addition, the Grayslake 
Village Hall and the State Bank of the Lakes will be selling the book for the Society. T o order by 
mail add $4.25 for postage and handling. 

C h a n g i n g E x h i b i t R o o m 
The Museum staff strives to change exhibits and add new displays to encourage people 

to visit the Museum. One room of the Museum is gradually being transformed into the changing 
exhibit area. At the present t ime the room is hosting the "Fabulous Fifties" display. T w o cabinets 
show examples of products which were introduced in the Fifties. On top of the same cabinets are 
posters detailing happenings in the nation and world. Two other display cabinets have pictures of 
present day Grayslake buildings which were constructed during that time frame. Another display 
case has Grayslake objects from the Fifties. On all four walls of the room are replicas of editions of 
the Grayslake Times publ ished in the decade. The staff would appreciate your taking time from 
your busy schedule to see the exhibit. 

M e m o r i e s of G r a y s l a k e 
The memories for this issue of the Update are from a Grayslake Times article written by 

reporter Neal Tucker, probably in the 1990s. Tucker interviewed long time Grayslake beautician. 
Hazel White. White, nee Thomas, was born November 24, 1900 in Waukegan. In 1918 she 
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married Warren "Stub" White and in 1927 opened a beauty shop in the Village of Grayslake. Her 
places of operation included the house on north Whitney Street and her house on Harvey Street. 
She and her husband raised two children, Frances Mary and John Warren. Before her death on 
August 2, 1997, she was a member of the Grayslake Womans Club and the Grayslake Historical 
Society. Here are her memories as reported by Tucker. 

"Welcome to Grayslake: Population 700. That was the sign seen by 18-year-old bride 
Hazel White in 1918 when she first came to the village via the Old Plank rd. now i<nown as Rte. 
120. It wasn't always the convenient concrete slab we've come to appreciate today. 

'It was knee deep with mud,' White recalled. In fact, downtown Grayslake d id not have the 
modern convenience of paved roadways until 1927, when White received her license to open a 
beauty parlor. She had worked in the telephone office for two weeks at 13 cents per hour before 
deciding to enter beauty school. The village had a big dance on the new surface when it finally 
dried and White v iewed the occasion with her usual wit. 'They didn't roll out the red carpet for me, 
but they paved the street,' she said. 

"She can remember as a little girl there was a short strip of Rte. 83 p a v e d somewhere 
between Grayslake and Antioch. She said people used to take Sunday drives north of town for 
the express purpose of going across the strip of pavement. 

"It wasn't until 1925 that the vil lage board approved an ordinance requiring indoor plumbing 
in all residences and businesses in town. Even the wealthier people had outhouses before that 
time. Only a few businesses had indoor toilets for convenience. Not surprisingly, White was 
pleased with the ordinance. 

"In 1929, the depression hit. As one can expect, everybody was poor. WInite's husband 
did not have a job, so he took care of the house and the two children. She was fortunate enough 
to have her own hair styling business and proceeded to work from 7 a. m. to 11 p.m. on a regular 
basis, doing shampoos and sets for 50 cents. White credits her husband with having everything 
done when she came home for a break. Even the meals were prepared and waiting for her. 'I 
nearly wore myself out. If he hadn't done that, I don't think I could have done it all.' she said. White 
said all their friends were out of work as well. When they used to go to other's houses to play 
cards, all that was served was coffee. If the hosts had anything to eat, even a coffee cake, it was 
saved until the next day for the children to eat. 

"All the kids worked at what White and others called the Pea Factory. It was actually factory 
number 8 of the Hohenadel Canning Factory. It was located near the Wisconsin Condensed Milk 
Company, which later became Nestle Food Company before selling in 1922 to what would 
become Grayslake Gelatin. White remembers the children used to run behind the vegetable 
wagon and grab peas off the back so they could eat them fresh for supper. Her parents would 
collect the milk from all the area farmers between routes 120 and 137 and bring it to the milk plant 
for processing. 

"During the winter, one enterprising youth hooked up a horse to a plow and snowplowed all 
the sidewalks in the village. White said she can still remember the chubby boy sitting t^ehind the 
horse. She could always count on her sidewalk out front being dean after every snow. 'I wish he 
was still here today.' she said with a laugh. 

"During the following decade came the advent of oil furnaces. Before that time, nearly 
everyone heated their home with bituminous coal. The quality of the coal was soft, with a high 
sulfur content and it created plenty of coal dust. When the man arrived with the truck. White would 
send her son out to hose the coal down before the infernal dust got tracked into the house. 

"With the 1940s came the second world war, the end of the depression and a new age of 
inventions and modern conveniences. People were introduced to aerosol cans, nylons, income 
tax for the common man and woman, contact lenses and air conditioning. It is interesting how life 
has come full drde with the advent of river boat casinos because slot machines - as common as 
today's vending machines - were outlawed during that time period. 

'Travel was also quite laborious years ago. Even though it took only an hour to ride the 
electric line into Chicago, White remembers spending half a day to get to her sister's house in 
Waukegan. She would take the steam train from the Grayslake station to Libertyvil le. There she 
would walk all the way through town to the Electric Line. She would take the Electric Line to 
Rondout and pick up another electric train to Waukegan. In Waukegan, she would take the street 



car to her sister's house. 'She lived at the end of the line at Washington St. and Lewis Ave, ' White 
said, testifying to how the rest of the county has grown as well.'" 

P a g e s f r o m t h e Past 
People have stories. Businesses have stories. Buildings have stories. This is the history 

of 170 Center Street. In 1912 Henry Kuebker began construction of a brick building in the location 
vacated by the Carmi Reed building. In addition to Kuebker's grocery store, the building has 
housed grocery stores operated by Sid Carfield, Cash Pester and Ed Hall plus C a m p Olson's 
clothing store. In the 1980s LaPorta made the structure part of the building and hardware business 
to the east. Today the building is occupied by Architectural Distributors, Inc. Here is a story from 
1925 when it was the Carfield and Pester store. 

Grayslake Times July 23: "Burglars entered the Carfield & Pester store some time 
Thursday night and made a haul estimated at from $150 to $175. Entrance was gained by the 
burglars through a window at the rear of the store, where they broke a catch and entered, and then 
opened the back door and carried out the stuff. 

'The loot consisted of $37.25 in cash, which was taken from the safe, 55 pounds of butter, 
five strips of bacon weighing about 50 pounds, all the cold meat that was in stock, a large number 
of cigars and several cartons of cigarettes. A pocketbook containing a number of valuable papers 
was also taken. 

"It is not known at what time the robbery occurred, but it is thought that it happened some 
time before 1 o'clock Friday morning, since all tracks were obliterated by the rain, which started 
about that time. It is also thought that the burglars were frightened away. About 1,500 cigars which 
were in unopened boxes had not been touched, and a 32-pound cheese was left standing on the 
back steps. A light which is kept burning in the store at night had not been turned out, and the 
intruders had also turned on the light in the ice box, and was also burning the next morning. 

'The burglary was discovered Friday morning by Cash Pester when he came down to 
open the store. Sheriff Istrom was notified and Deputy Sheriff A. A. McMillen has been working 
on the case, but no clue to the burglars has been discovered. It is bel ieved, however, that the job 
was done by someone who was familiar with the premises" 

Grayslake Times August 6: "For the second time in two weeks the Carfield & Pester store 
has been burglarized, this time the job being pulled almost in broad daylight, as the deed was 
done between 8 and 9 o'clock Sunday evening. The burglars evidently were well aware of the 
activities of the proprietors, for their actions were timed with precision. 

'The robbery was discovered about 9 o'clock by Cash and Ray Pester, who came down 
to the store at that time. Driving up to the back of the building, they noticed that a window in the 
basement had been smashed and another window on the first floor was broken. They hurried 
over to the Druce & Sheldon garage for help, hoping to trap the intruders in the building, however, 
they had either been t ipped off or had been frightened away, for when the men went through the 
front door, the burglars had departed. A barrel of vinegar which was placed against the basement 
door had been moved, the bars taken down, affording easy exit. 

"Entrance was gained through a window at the rear of the store. A hammer and screw driver 
which were used to j immy the window had been taken from Reed's barn at the rear of the store. 
After getting inside, they had proceeded leisurely. A large number of boxes of shoes had been 
taken from the shelves and opened, as though they were looking for certain sizes. Slippers, 
boxes of caps, trousers and overcoats were also gone through. A box of pocket knives was 
taken from the front window and left on a show case in the middle of the store, evidently being left 
by the burglars in the haste to get away. A box of size 36 undenwear and a box of size socks 
were emptied. An attempt was also made to rifle the safe, but the robbers turned the dial the 
wrong way and set the bolt. 

"Matches were used to obtain light, several empty boxes and papers being found about 
the store. 

'The ones who committed the crime are bel ieved to have been seen by several different 
people. About 6 o'dock Fred Kuebker and a party of people, who were driving down Hawley 
street, noticed three or four young men at the rear of the store. Returning on Lake street about 8 
o'dock, they saw flashes of light in the store, but thought it was the proprietors going about with a 
flashlight John Morrill, who lives next door, saw a small truck being driven away from the rear of 
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the building just as it was turning dark, but also believed it was either Mr. Carfield or Mr. Pester. 
"On the night of July 16th the store was entered and a large amount of butter, cold meats, 

cigars and cigarettes was taken." 
Grayslake Times October 29: "Another attempt to burglarize the Carfield & Pester store 

was made early Saturday morning. 
"Residents in the vicinity of the store were awakened about 5 o'clock by the violent ringing 

of the bell. Page Keown, who happened to be outside at the depot when the alami went off, 
hastened to the store and arrived there about the same time as did S. Carfield, who was also 
awakened by the alarm. Cash Pester also arrived in a few minutes, and although a thorough 
search of the premises was made, no one was found about the store. The would-be burglar or 
burglars were evidently frightened away when the alarm was set off. 

'This is the third time that burglars have entered the store. On July 16 the store was 
burglarized and a large quantity of fresh meats, cigarettes and other articles taken. On Aug. 2 the 
store was entered a second time and several articles of clothing were taken. The attempt Saturday 
morning was the third in about three and a half months." 

It is not known if the burglaries ceased or if the culprits were ever apprehended. 
The Grayslake Museum has a sign, bulk storage bins and a counter from the Carfield and 

Pester store. It has display cases from Olson's clothing store. 
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